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SELF-GRIEVABILITY:  MORTUARY PLANNING TO
WARD OFF LONELY DEATH IN JAPAN
ANNE ALLISON (Duke  Un ivers i ty )

INHABITING THROUGH CARE IN POST-TSUNAMI
ARAHAMA
ARIANNA TAE CIMAROSTI  (Ca '  Foscar i  Un ivers i ty
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SEPTEMBER 10,  2021  6 :00 -  8 :00 PM (CEST)  ⎮  ONLINE ZOOM EVENT

Regis t rat ion  requ i red  at  th i s  l i nk :  h t tps ://forms .g le/F8aC16kRN4BXj54L6

ATTENTION:  P lease  take  note  of  the  Zoom l ink  and  passcode  that  w i l l  appear  at
the  end  of  the  reg i s t rat ion .  For  fur ther  in format ion :  m iyake@un ive . i t

Photograph:  Wind  scu lpted  sand in  Arahama,  Senda i -sh i ,  Japan .  Photograph  and des ign:  Ar ianna  Tae  C imarost i



L I F E  B E Y O N D  S U R V I V A L
Care,  Creat iv i ty  and Hope in  post-3 . 1 1  Tohoku

PANEL

This  pane l  i s  par t  of  a  w ider  ser ies  of  events  organ ized  by  Ca ’  Foscar i  Un ivers i ty  of
Ven ice  to  commemorate  the  ten  years  s ince  the  3 . 1 1  ear thquake,  t sunami ,  and
nuc lear  d i sas ter  in  Nor th-Eastern  Japan .  Through three  e thnograph ic  perspect ives ,
we wi l l  exp lore  how the  Great  East  Japan  Ear thquake  surv ivors  f ind  ways  to
embrace  complex i ty  and  contrad ic t ion ,  res tore  se l f -determ inat ion ,  and  creat ive ly
reshape  the i r  pos t -d i sas ter  exper ience .  

More  spec i f i ca l ly ,  the  pane l  w i l l  address  the  ca l l  for  suspens ion  of  damage,  a
morator ium on  damage-centered  research  in  ind igenous  s tud ies ,  wh ich  has  of ten
reduced loca l  and  oppressed  commun i t ies  to  a  pass ive  exper ience  of  pa in ,  l oss ,  and
brokenness  (Eve  Tuck ,  2009) .  Wh i le  i t s  i n tent ion  m ight  be  benevo lent ,  th i s  one-
d imens iona l  s t rategy  tends  to  over look  v i ta l  a t tempts  to  overcome damage,  ignor ing
the  des i re  to  imag ine  d i f ferent  ways  on  how research  may be  used  by,  for ,  and  w i th
the  commun i t ies .  The  need for  suspens ion  of  damage goes  beyond ind igenous
s tud ies  and  offers  fur ther  cr i t i ca l  i ns ights  in to  the  Japanese  post  3 . 1 1  context  (Ryo
Mor imoto ,  2021 ) .

ANNE ALLISON 
An anthropo log i s t  of  contemporary  l i fe  in  Japan,  Anne  A l l i son
teaches  at  Duke  Un ivers i ty .  Her  research  has  covered  pop
cu l ture ,  corporate  cap i ta l i sm,  domest ic  labor ,  the  n ight l i fe ,
Pokémon,  d ig i ta l  compan ionsh ip ,  precar i ty ,  and  death .  Her
books  inc lude  Nightwork :  Sexua l i ty ,  P leasure ,  and  Corporate
Mascu l in i ty  in  a  Tokyo  Hostess  C lub  ( 1994) ,  Mi l lenn ia l  Monsters :
Japanese  Toys  and  the  G loba l  Imag inat ion  (2006) ,  and
Precar ious  Japan  (20 13 ) .  For thcoming  i s  Be ing  Dead Otherwise
on  new t rends  in  Japan  invo lv ing  death ,  so lo  soc ia l i ty ,  and  se l f -
management  of  mor tuary  p lans .

ARIANNA TAE CIMAROSTI
Ar ianna  Tae  C imarost i  rece ived  a  B .A .  in  H i s tory  of  Ar t  and  an
M.A.  in  Cu l tura l  Anthropo logy  f rom Ca ’  Foscar i  Un ivers i ty  of
Ven ice .  Her  research  focuses  on  post -d i sas ter  recovery ,
memory,  and  v i sua l  anthropo logy .  In  par t icu lar ,  she  i s
in teres ted  in  how d i sas ter  surv ivors  creat ive ly  re- invent  the i r
re la t ionsh ip  w i th  the  env i ronment ,  work  to  in tegrate
catast rophe  in to  the i r  b iograph ies ,  and  create  a  p lace  where  i t
i s  poss ib le  to  contemp late  a  mean ingfu l  fu ture  beyond loss  and
ca lami ty .  Her  photograph ic  and  ethnograph ic  work  in  Arahama
earned her  the  2020 Benet ton  Research  Foundat ion
Scho larsh ip .

FUYUBI  NAKAMURA
Dr .  Fuyub i  Nakamura               i s  a  soc io-cu l tura l  anthropo log i s t
t ra ined  at  Oxford .  She  ho lds  a  jo in t  pos i t ion  of  Curator ,  As ia  a t
the  Museum of  Anthropo logy  (MOA)  and Ass i s tant  Professor  in
V isua l  and  Mater ia l  Cu l tures  of  As ia  in  the  Department  of
As ian  s tud ies  a t  the  Un ivers i ty  of  Br i t i sh  Co lumb ia  (UBC) .  She  i s
a l so  Assoc ia te  Member  in  UBC’s  Department  of  Anthropo logy .
Fuyub i  spec ia l i zes  in  the  anthropo logy  of  ar t ,  museum s tud ies ,
and  mater ia l  and  v i sua l  cu l ture  s tud ies .  She  took  a  leave  f rom
academia  fo l low ing  the  t r ip le  d i sas ter  in  Japan  in  201 1  o r  3 . 1 1 ,
and  was  invo lved  in  re l i e f  and  recovery  act iv i t ies  in  M iyag i
Prefecture ,  and  cont inues  to  do  research  about  the  af termath
of  3 . 1 1 .
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